Cambridge Young Composer of the Year Competition: 2012-13

Submission details, rules and regulations

Submission Deadline: September 24th 2012, 5.00pm.

Details: 

-Compositions must be sent to arrive by the above deadline with the accompanying entry form (available from website).  

-Compositions can be sent either by email (preferred) to events@mus.cam.ac.uk with the subject title “Composition Competition”, or by post to Ruth Hardie, 11 West Road, Cambridge, CB3 9DP.  

-Compositions must be submitted in manuscript form either written by hand (in which case it must be clear and legible) or using computer software.  If you have problems notating your pieces please don’t let that put you off entering!  There is an advice document to help you and you can ask specific questions if you struggle by emailing composersquestions@googlemail.com    This will be checked and questions answered at least once a fortnight up until September 15th.  After September 15th we can not guarantee you will get a reply.
-We require a copy of the full score and of each individual part.  Please note we will not return any original scores so please make a copy before sending if you need one.

-If submitting an electronic file as part of the composition, this must also arrive by the above deadline.     

Composition Brief:

To write a piece of music inspired by the Festival of Ideas 2012 Theme, Dreams and Nightmares.  The submitted pieces should have a maximum performance length of no more than 5 minutes.  The ensemble set for this year’s competition is as follows:

-1 Clarinet

-1 Bass Clarinet

-1 Flute

-1 Harp

-1 Viola

-Percussion (Vibraphone, tubular bells, temple blocks, suspended symbols, triangle, maracas) (1 player)
-1 Laptop (with MIDI keyboard if required)
Competition entries may be written for any combination of the above instruments but we would urge entrants to attempt to write for a combination of three or more instruments.  (Please note- to enable us to perform entries at the competition workshop final, pieces should include only one of each instrument listed).

Final:

All entries will be judged by Jeremy Thurlow and Richard Causton by October 25 2012.  At 7.00pm on October 25 2012 we will hold a free workshop as part of the University of Cambridge Festival of Ideas which will be open to the public. A selection of submissions will be performed and composers will be given verbal feedback on their work.  All competitors will receive written feedback from the adjudicator, composer Jeremy Thurlow. There will be a class winner and ‘Highly Commended’ awards for each age group.
Prize

One of the three age group winners will be chosen as the overall winner of the competition and the Cambridge Young Composer of the Year 2012-13. The winner will receive:

· the Young Composer of the Year cup 

· a cash prize of £50
· A performance of a piece in a University of Cambridge New Music Group Concert (details tbc)
Additional Rules: 

1. Competitors must either live in Cambridgeshire (excluding Peterborough) or study full-time at a school, 6th Form or further education college in the county.

2. Competitors must be 17 years of age or under on 31st August 2012.

3. Compositions must be the competitor’s own work and should not have won a prize in another competition or been performed at a public concert (school performances not included). 

4. Entries will be judged in three age groups (as of August 31st 2012):

11 and under
12 – 14 years
15 – 17 years 

5. If you choose to submit an electronic file for laptop as part of your composition it must be your own work.  This must be submitted at the same time as your score and entry form.

6. The decision of the judge and organisers will be final and no correspondence will be entered into

See advice from the pre-competition workshop and download an entry form at outreach.mus.cam.ac.uk/ or www.cambridgeyouthmusic.org.uk/index.html
Further information:
Email: outreach@mus.cam.ac.uk 
Tel: 01223 768927 
